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Pastor Justin Miller
(Leader’s Guide)

Main Idea: This week, we launch a new series called “The Gift.” Over the next few
weekends we’ll be looking at the specific aspects of God’s promise- that even in the
midst of the darkness of this world, there’s hope in Jesus.

Opening Discussion: What’s the most memorable gift you've ever received from
someone else?

Read:   Isaiah 9:6-7

1. Has your perception of the term “Wonderful Counselor” changed after hearing
this message? If so, explain.

a. When we hear “wonderful,” we tend to water it down, and we either overuse or
misuse the word.

b. When we hear the word “counselor,” we think of advice or therapy.
c. But the Hebrew word for “wonderful counselor” is pele-yoez: pele means “a
d. miracle, a marvel, a wonder” which indicates “something extraordinary,

incomprehensible, inexplicable.” And yoez means “to advise, counsel, devise,
purpose.”

e. Jesus, the coming Messiah, The Gift, is being sent by God the Father to be
someone who not only advises us, but He even DEvises our lives according to
God’s purpose at a level that is astonishing, inexplicable, & miraculous!

f. The government of our lives will be on his shoulders – that’s God’s plan- we ask
and invite Jesus to be Lord of our lives, then he does immeasurably more than
we can ask or imagine according to his power. (Ephesians 3:20;  Romans 10:9)

g. Jesus has advised and DEvised his plans and purposes for my life.

2.  Why do you think we’re so quick to rely on ourselves and not on the Wonderful
Counselor?

a. We can be so broken that we actually get mad at God for letting things happen to
us in the first place.  (See Genesis Chapter 3, Romans Chapter 1)

b. God is good- this is the promise of a Wonderful (beyond comprehension,
miraculous, inexplicable) Counselor – He’s the one who AD-vises and DEvises
our lives according to His incredible eternal plans.

c. We so often see Jesus as LESS than who He really is, so we get LESS OF what
He really has for our lives. We don’t get the full Jesus.

d. We think of Jesus as a nice counselor who helps us out when we need him- He
gives us advice. He’s like that little guy that pops up on the shoulder when we’re
looking for help. We have Jesus and Jiminy Cricket all mixed up!



e. The word “counselor” here means more like a Ruler, Judge, King. It’s a word that
would  be used of people like Solomon who was Counselor for the people of
Israel. He settled disputes,guided them and brought wisdom.

f. So Jesus as the Wonderful Counselor means He’s miraculously good at being
our King to whom we bring our lives.

g. We should say “Here, You lead, You guide, You take my mess and make it a
living message.”  (Romans 10:8-11)

Read:  Ephesians 3:20-21;  Romans 8:18;  Romans 8:28-30;  Philippians 1:6

3. How do these verses reemphasize Jesus as the Wonderful Counselor?
a. He is the Wonderful Counselor- who does more than we can ask or imagine

(Ephesians 3:20-21)
b. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that

will be revealed in us.  (Rom. 8:18)
c. He works ALL things together for our good.  (Romans 8:28)
d. He who began a good work in you is always faithful to finish it!  (Philippians 1:6)
e. The part of the story you’re in now might be terrible, but your story isn’t over yet.

He’s turning the pages. The Author is still writing the story.
f. If you stopped any great story in the middle, it would be a terrible story, but we

are too often guilty of judging the whole story by the chapter we’re in.
g. We sometimes blame God for our current circumstances, and we think we’re’

stuck on a particular page of our life, but He’s trying to help us turn the page,
because what He has NEXT for us is SO good.  (Isaiah 43:18-19)

Read Hebrews 12:3; Philippians 3:13-14;  1 Peter 1:3-9

4.  Have you ever gotten stuck on a “page” in your own life story and missed seeing
Jesus for the Wonderful Counselor that He is?
Why should we still have hope even when we’re feeling so stuck?

a. Answers will vary
b. Jesus set an example for us. He knew His story wasn’t over at the cross, so He

kept going…for the joy set before him…he endured the cross…and sat down at
the right hand of God.  (Hebrews 12:3)

c. We need to forget what is behind and press on...  (Philippians 3:13-14)
d. The Wonderful Counselor wants to do more than just “help” me with my

problems. He wants to guide, direct and lead my life in a way that keeps me out
of problems in the first place. He wants to make my life a message.

e. He doesn’t just want to fix my problems, He wants to fulfill his purposes and
promises in my life.

f. He’s so much more, and He wants to DO so much more in and through my life.
g. A huge part of the gift He’s trying to give us is the gift of Hope- a living Hope in

Him. Hope through him. Hope because of him.  (1 Peter 1:3-9)
h. Inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)



Read:  John 15:1-5;  Matthew 11:28-30

5. The Pastor gave us some great advice on how and why we need to spend quality
time in prayer with God on a regular basis.
What advice did you find to be the most helpful to you today?

a. Answers will vary
b. I don’t get His blessing of being my Wonderful Counselor if I don’t ask for it.
c. Jesus said “Apart from me, you can do nothing.”  (John 15:5)
d. Let God help. We need to quit trying to do it on our own and come to him!

Otherwise, it’s a mess that just keeps getting messier.
e. What’s impossible with man is always possible with God. (Mark 10:27)
f. I can do all things through Him  (Philippians 4:13)
g. We can cast our cares on Him..  (1 Peter 5:7)
h. We’re not as strong as we think we are – that’s why we’re all struggling because

we’re running on our own strength. Admit the weakness, the brokenness- Our
Wonderful Counselor says – My power is made perfect in weakness! My grace is
sufficient for you!  (2 Corinthians 12:9)

i. Where we have stress, our Wonderful Counselor offers rest. The Wonderful
Counselor God gave us knows exactly what we need, and if we come to him, He
gives it to us. (Hebrews 4:12;  Matthew 11:28-30)

j. God is the Great Shepherd- You need to see yourself the way God sees you. He
wants to hold you like a lamb & carry you, cuddle you, protect you, provide for
you.

Next Steps: These questions are designed to help you move towards action. With this
week’s message “The Gift / Wonderful Counselor” in mind:

1. How can we CONNECT to God, His Church, and each other?
2. How can we GROW more in our faith in God, His Word and in His Church?
3. How can we GO love, serve, and help others?


