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Main Idea: This week we launch a new series called “Doomsday Prep” which will
address one of the most significant topics in the Christian faith- End Times. We’ll learn
what it looks like to live with the end in mind, and we’ll explore the Bible’s instructions on
how we should live in love in the last days.

Opening Discussion: If you knew that you only had 24 hours left to live, what would
you do?

Read:  Mark 13:32-35

1. When it comes to being prepared for Jesus’ return, would you say that you’ve
been more “proactive”  or “reactive” in how you’ve lived your faith journey with
the end in mind?

a. Answers will vary
b. Proactive:  You live on purpose, for purpose, and with purpose. You know the

value of being proactive, as it relates to your life AND your faith! You're on guard,
alert, and you keep watch!  (Mark 13:33,35)

c. Reactive:  You’re always responding to the chaos and the craziness of the
moment! Everything is a reaction to the next accident in life!

Read:  2 Peter 1:3

2.  How can Jesus’ first coming influence the ways we can stay prepared for His
second coming?

a. Use your Head- Remember His first coming!
b. If we want to be prepared for his second coming, we must live like his first

coming matters  (Luke 19:10;  Matthew 28:18-20;  Romans 5:6, 8-9;  Romans
8:1-2)

c. For those of us who profess Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we will receive a great
reward when Jesus returns  (Philippians 3:12-14;  2 Timothy 4:7-8;  John 3:16;
Psalm 34:15;  Revelation 21:1-7)

d. He has called us, chosen us  (Romans 8:28-30;  Ephesians 1:4-6, 11-14, 17-18;
2 Peter 1:10-11)

e. He gave his life for us  (John 3:16;  2 Corinthians 5:21)
f. He promised he would ever leave nor forsake us  (Matthew 28:18-20)



g. He came that we could live this life to the full, and he told us how to live this life-
to love God & love others  (John 10:10;  Matthew 22:37-40;  John 13:34-35; John
14:21; Ephesians 3:20-21)

h. He promised us eternal life, by grace, through faith (Ephesians 2:8-10)

Read:  Mark 13:5-6, 21-22;  2 Thessalonians 2:1-4

3.  How can we discern in our hearts against the false claims of Jesus’ return?
a. Listen to your Heart- Be Discerning Against False Claims!
b. “Many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.”  (Mark

13:5-6)
c. “At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘Look, there he

is!’ do not believe it. For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and
perform signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.”  (Mark
13:21-22)

d. “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness [a]  is revealed, the man doomed to
destruction.”  (2 Thessalonans 2:3)

e. Accepting ambiguity is the action of activating our faith!  (Hebrews 11:1;  2
Corinthians 5:7)

f. And while we wait, we don’t lose hope!  (Romans 15:13;  1 Peter 1:3-9;  Romans
8:22-25;  Romans 5:3-5)

Read:  Acts 1:7-8, 10-11

4.  How are we to live as if “Today was the Day” of Jesus’ return?
a. Hustle- Live as if Today was the Day!
b. If you stay ready, you don’t have to get ready!  (Pastor Jeff)
c. No one knows the times or dates- only the Father knows  (Acts 1:7)
d. We have the power of the Holy Spirit living in us  (Acts 1:8;
e. We are His witnesses & ambassadors  (Acts 1:8;  2 Corinthians 5:20;  Matthew

28:18-20;  1 John 1:1-4)
f. Jesus will return as he ascended  (Acts 1:11)
g. We know and rely on the love God has for us  (1 John 4:13-19)
h. We continue to abide in Jesus  (John 15:5)
i. We keep His commands  (John 14:21)
j. “...consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds…not

giving up meeting together……but encouraging one another- and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.”  (Hebrews 10:24-25)

5.  If Jesus were to come back today, would you be ready?  If so, how would you
know that you’re ready?

a. Answers will vary
b. If you stay ready, you don't have to get ready!  (Pastor Jeff)



c. If you're not ready,  “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord…”  (Acts 3:19)

d. Live as if Today was the Day. If we’re not careful, the delay in Jesus’s return will
lead us to complacency. Whereas, living in the expectation that He “could” return
today compels us to live every day for what ultimately matters most…Eternity in
Heaven with Jesus.

e. Realize: who you are in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 8:1-2;  John
14:19b-20;  Romans 6:11;  1 Corinthians 15:22;  Philippians 3:14;  Romans 6:23;
Philippians 4:7)

f. Recognize: there is a plan and purpose for your life (Galatians 2:20;
Colossians 2:6-7;  John 13:34-35;  Matthew 22:37-40;  Matthew 28:18-20)

g. Remember always: God will ever leave you nor forsake you (Matthew
28:20b; Deuteronomy 31:8;  John 11:25-26;  John 14:19b)

Next Steps: These questions are designed to help you move towards action. With this
week’s message “Doomsday Prep / Get Ready…Stay Ready” in mind:

1. How can we CONNECT to God, His Church, and each other?
2. How can we GROW more in our faith in God, His Word and in His Church?
3. How can we GO love, serve, and help others?


