
   
 
James / Submit to God / Leader’s Guide 
Nov. 21-22, 2020 
 
Main Idea:  We continue in our series in the Book of James called FaithFull. God wants our 
faith to be so full that it changes our beliefs and our behaviors. This week we’ll take a closer 
look at our true spiritual condition, and it’s worse that we might have imagined! 
 
Opening Discussion Question:  Have you ever blamed someone else for your own faults, 
actions, or shortcomings?  
 
Read:  James 4:1-5 
 
1. How does James describe our spiritual condition- yours and mine? 

A. The problem comes from our desires that battle within us (v1) 
B. We desire what we don’t have, and we kill (v2; Matthew 5:21-22) 
C. We covet, so we quarrel and fight (v2) 
D. We desire but do not have, because we do not ask God; and when we do ask, we do not 

receive, because we ask with wrong motives (v3) 
E. We spend what we do receive on our pleasures (v3) 
F. James is addressing the church, Christians, us! 

 
2.  James says that we are the problem. How do we fix our problem? 

A. We are often quick to blame others for our problems- society, family, parents, even God 
B. We need to know that we have a problem- and it’s our sin (Rom. 3:23) 
C. The Holy Spirit will convict us (John 14:26; John 16:7-13) 
D. We need to draw near to God to solve our problem 

 
Read:  Romans 7:14-25 
 
3.  Why do you think we continue to do the evil we don’t want to do, instead of the good 
we know we should do? 

A. We have a sinful nature that dwells inside us (v18) 
B. We want to do good, but evil is right there with us (v21) 



C. We delight in God’s law, but there’s another law at work in us which makes us prisoners 
of sin (V22-23) 

D. We can’t do it on our own- only God can deliver us through Christ (v24-25) 
 

Read:  James 4:7-10  
 
4.  Why does James tell us to draw near to God? 

A. We can’t transform ourselves into a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 12:2) 
B. We continue to give in to temptation and to the sin that’s inside us 
C. God is the only one who transforms lives if we will truly submit to him 
D. Our righteousness is like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6-9) 
E. God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
F. Apart from Jesus, we can do nothing (John 15:1-8) 

 
5. What does it look like to stop trying to fix yourself and submit to God? 

A. God already made the first move- He gave his one and only son for us (John 3:16)  
B. Draw near to God and he will draw near to you (V8) 
C. Listen to the Holy Spirit- he will convict you, & you’ll want to become a Changed LIfe 

(John 14; John 16) 
D. Resist the devil and he will flee (Matthew 4:10) 
E. Once we submit, God’s power is at work within us (Ephesians 3:20-21) 
F. Giving up on our pride leads to transformation (Romans 12:2) 

 
Next Steps: What’s your Next Step in your faith journey? 
No matter your current circumstances; no matter what you’ve done or said in the past; 
no matter where you are in your faith journey, you can begin living a new life today by 
making Jesus Lord of your life, by drawing near to God, & by letting God transform you 
into a new creation.  
 

● Submit to God...Make Jesus the Lord of your life  (Romans 10:9-10) 
● Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  (James 4:8a ESV) 
● Be transformed…(Romans 12:2) 
● Become a new creation...Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 

old is gone, the new has come!  (2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV1984) 
 
Reading Plan:  

● Sun.      James 4:1-5;  Romans 7:14-25 
● Mon.      Romans 3:23-26;  James 4:6-10;  Isaiah 64:6-9;  
● Tues.     John 15:1-8;  Psalm 40:1-17 
● Wed.      Galatians 5:1;  John 8:32, 36;  
● Thurs.    Romans 8:1-17 
● Fri.         1 Corinthians 10:12-13;  Roman 12:2 
● Sat.        Romans 6:3-4;  Hebrews 4:14-16;  Revelation 3:19-20;    



 


