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Main Idea:  This week, we’re launching a new series called “Summer Playlist”.  We’re going to 
be looking at how worship can be our weapon as we fight our way through this life. Whatever 
we’re going through, we can worship our way through it. Specifically, we’re going to be looking 
at songs our worship team and teaching team have hand-selected: a curated playlist of praise 
music to help lift our hearts and fix our eyes on Jesus. 
 
Opening Discussion Question:  Have you ever experienced a time when you wanted to pray, 
but you didn’t know where to begin? Looking back, why do you think you got stuck? 
 
Read:  Ephesians 5:18-20 
 
“Graves into Gardens” 
Song verse: 

“I searched the world but it couldn’t fill me.  
Man’s empty praise and treasures that fade are never enough. 

Then You came along and put me back together 
and every desire is now satisfied here in Your love.” 

 
Read:  Colossians 3:23-24 

1. Many of us work diligently to earn the praise/approval of others in our lives. How well has 
that worked out for you?  

A. The people turned on Jesus in less than one week’s time. At the beginning of 
Holy Week, the crowds sang “Hosanna” (Matthew 21:6-9), but by Friday, they 
cried “Crucify him!” (Mark 27:21-23). 

B. What about approval from others? How much approval is enough? 
C. What about disapproval from others? How much disapproval is too much? 
D. If we live to be praised we’ll die when we’re hazed! 
E. We get addicted to approval, yet only Christ can fulfill us (1 John 2:15-17). 
F. Seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you (Matthew 7:7). 
G. We were created to live for an audience of One (Paul in Galatians 1:10). 



 
Read:  Matthew 6:19-21;  Luke 12:15 
      2.  Another way we try to find fulfillment is through the accumulation of possessions and 
           accomplishments. All of these things will pass away. Why do we put so much hope in 
           chasing after bigger, better, faster, newer, or more things?  
                A.  If I only had XYZ, then I would be happy, fulfilled, complete, etc! 
                B.  We’re inundated with advertisements promising fulfillment if we have X. 
                C.  There is tremendous peer pressure to have X, especially for younger people. 
                D.  Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:20-21). 
                E.  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed (Luke 12:15). 
                F.   We easily confuse “Needs” and “Wants” in our culture (2 Corinthians 9:8). 

 
 
Read:  Psalm 139:13-18;  Hebrews 4:13;  Romans 5:8 
 
Song verse-  

“I’m not afraid To show You my weakness  
My failures and flaws, Lord,  

You’ve seen them all  
and You still call me friend.” 

 
     3.  God loves us in spite of our flaws, shortcomings, and sin. What if we all looked at others 

more the way that God looks at us?  
A. God sees us exactly how we are .and he loves us anyway (Col. 2:13-14)! 
B. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 

                C.  Christ suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous (1 Peter 3:18). 
                D.  Each of us will give an account of ourselves to God (Romans 14:12). 
                E.  He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion (Phil. 1:6). 
                F.  For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith and this is not from 
                      yourselves, it is the gift of God......(Eph. 2:8-9). 
                G.  Jesus was full of grace and truth (John 1:14). 
 

Read:  James 1:16-18;  Psalm 23:4;  Deuteronomy 31:8;  Matthew 28:20b  
 
Song verse-  

“‘Cause the God of the mountain 
is the God of the valley. 

There’s not a place Your mercy and grace 
won’t find me again.” 

 
      4.  We love being on top of the mountains in life, but we hate being in the valley. What  
           should we learn about God in both of these situations?  
                 A.  If it’s good, it’s God! Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from  



                       the Father (James 1:17). 
C. We should praise the Father when we feel blessed (Psalm 121:1-2). 
D. Everything in heaven and earth is yours (1 Chronicles 29:10-13). 
E. Being in the valley is tough, but it’s where we’ll grow the most (1 Peter 1:6-7).  
F. God walks through the valley with us (Psalm 23:4). 
G. In all things, God works for the good of those who love him (Romans 8:28). 
H. Don’t just go through the valley, GROW through it (Isaiah 42:16; Isaiah 43:19)! 
I. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you (John 14:27). 
J. My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness (2 

Corinthians 12:9; Psalm 62:1-2). 
  
Read:  1 Peter 1:3-9;   Rom. 8:28 
      5.  How can we GROW stronger in our faith as we go through the valleys of life? 

A. God gave us a new birth into a living hope...God uses trials to refine the 
genuineness of our faith (1 Peter 1:3). 

B. Jesus is a friend who sticks closer than a brother (Prov. 18:24). 
C. God is not finished with you yet (Philippians 1:6)! 
D. “The divine exchange” - A crown of beauty instead of ashes (Isaiah 61:3). 
E. God leads the blind by ways they have not known...and he turns darkness into 

light (Isaiah 42:16). 
F. God makes a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland (Isaiah 43:19). 
G. What feels like a grave that you’ll never get out of can turn into a glorious garden 

that never stops growing. 
H. It’s easier to give birth than to raise the dead!  
I. Salvation is found in no one else (Acts 4:12). 
J. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (John 

15:13). 
K. We’ll have true freedom when we know the search is over (John 8:32, 36). 
L. Jesus is the name above all names (Philippians 2:9-11). 
M. Jesus is the Word (John 1:1-5). 
N. Jesus is Lord (Romans 10:9). 
O. Jesus is the way and the truth and the life (John 14:6). 
P. Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega (Rev. 22:13). 
Q. God’s Crazy About You (John 3:16)! 
R. Believe + Receive =  Become a child of God (John 1:12). 
S. You can become a Changed Life (Psalm 40:1-4;  2 Corinthians 5:17). 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Next Steps: What’s your Next Step in your faith journey?  
Here are some Faith Responses to consider as your Next Step: 
 
1.  Believe in Jesus  

● Jesus is the Son of God, lived as a man, died for your sin, and God raised Him from the 
dead (1 Corinthians 15:3-5). 

● God’s Crazy About You  (John 3:16)! 
 
 2.  Confess that Jesus is Lord  

● Live your life for Jesus (Romans 10:8-10). 
● He is in charge of your life (2 Corinthians 9:13). 

 
 3.  Repent of Sin 

● It’s time to get right with God (2 Corinthians 7:10-11). 
● God wants everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). 

 
 4.  Be Baptized 

● Repent and be baptized, every one of you (Acts 2:36-39). 
● Just as Christ was raised from the dead...so we, too, may live a new life (Romans 6:3-4). 

 
 5.  Remain Faithful 

● Stay connected to Jesus and bear fruit for him (John 15:5-8). 
● Be faithful even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown 

(Revelation 2:10). 
 
 
Reading Plan:  
Sunday-         Ephesians 5:18-20 
Monday-         Galatians 3:23-24  
Tuesday-        Matthew 6:19-21;  Luke 12:15 
Wednesday-   Psalm 139:13-18;  Hebrews 4:13;  Romans 5:8 
Thursday-       James 1:16-18;  Psalm 23:4;  Deuteronomy 31:8;  Matt. 28:20b  
Friday-            1 Peter 1:3-9;   Rom. 8:28 
Saturday-        Psalm 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 


