
 

 

                                                          
The Good Samaritan        Participant’s Guide 
  
Note to Group Leaders and Groups:  Hopefully, you had a chance to hear and process the 
conversation Pastor Justin and Jeff Wallace had this weekend about Race and Grace.  While 
this discussion cannot address or answer every question it helps us to engage in an important 
conversation.  As you gather together with your group today we want to encourage you to revisit 
the well-known parable of the good samaritan with fresh eyes.  As you process the parable and 
its instruction to us we would encourage you to spend some extended time in prayer together as 
a group. 
 
Main Idea: While we are in a time of turmoil and pain, what does the Bible say about how we 
should treat the people around us?  Jesus told this parable to show us how we should treat 
those around us regardless of their race, religious beliefs, or lifestyles. 
 
Background on the Story: You may be very familiar with this story, or it may be relatively new 
to you.  As a leader of this discussion, it is important to understand the social norms that Jesus 
was challenging in this story.  There was significant tension between the Jews and the Gentiles 
in Jesus’ day.  The Samaritans specifically were often looked down upon because they were 
ethnically part Jewish and part Gentile.  A teacher of the law like the man Jesus was speaking 
to would likely have held a priest or a Levite in high regard while holding some degree of 
prejudice towards the Samaritan in the story.  No matter the degree of this man’s prejudice, 
Jesus is introducing an entirely new way of seeing the world in his teaching and ultimately 
through his death on the cross.  This perspective is articulated powerfully in Galatians 3:26-28. 
 
Read Luke 10:25-37 
 

1. How would you describe the main point of this parable in your own words? 
 

2. Why do you think Jesus used a priest and a Levite in this story?  Why are they 
important?   

 
3. Which one of the people in this parable do you most relate with? Why? 

 
4. What does it mean to love God with all your heart?  What about loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 
 

5. What are some practical ways during this specific season that you can love your 
neighbor this week?  

 
 
 
 



 

 

We are going to spend some time in prayer together as a group.   
 

1. Silent Individual Prayer:  We are going to spend a few moments in silent prayer asking 
God to reveal any areas in our own life where we may have blinders to prejudice.  Are 
there people that we look at through the lens of their differences rather than the lens of 
God’s love for them.  Ask God to show you those areas.  If he does I encourage you to 
respond to him with a heart of confession and repentance asking God to give you his 
heart and perspective for others. 
 

2. Group Prayer for our Nation:  As a group take turns praying for our Nation.  You can 
reference the list below, but do not need to feel limited by it. 

a. Pray for Peace. 
b. Pray for the eradication of Racism. 
c. Pray for our Leaders. 
d. Pray for the cities and communities currently in turmoil. 
e. Pray for the churches in these communities. 
f. Pray for Law enforcement. 

 
3. Pray for each other: Take some time to pray for one another.  Consider pairing up and 

praying for specific needs that each one of you has. 
 
 
Next Steps: Take some time this week to really pray for God’s wisdom and peace through 
these times.  
 

1. Pray that God will help calm the violence and soften the hearts. 
2. Pray for our leaders.  Give them wisdom to make the right decisions during this time. 
3. Pray for our law enforcement officers. 
4. Pray for the families who are hurting. 
5. Pray that our country will be a place where we model the love of God. 
6. Pray that we will love people the way God calls us to. 

 
 
Reading Plan 
 
Sunday – Luke 10 
Monday – 1 Corinthians 13 
Tuesday – Galatians 3 
Wednesday – Acts 10 
Thursday – Acts 17 
Friday – Malachi 2 
Saturday – John 13 


