
                                                    
God With Us-  Week 1 Leader’s Guide 
  
Main Idea: We are kicking off our new sermon series, God With Us. In this series, we will be looking at 
the birth of Jesus through the eyes of the people who were eyewitnesses to the world-changing event. As 
we get started with this series, let’s take a look at the birth of Jesus through the eyes of Joseph. 
 
Opening discussion: Have you ever experienced news that was, at first, devastating, but then turned into a 
blessing? Talk about the spectrum of emotions that you had. 
 
Read Matthew 1:18-25 
 

1. We see that Joseph was given some difficult news in this passage. How do you think you would react 
to this news?  

a. Anger 
b. Disbelief 
c. Hurt 
d. Fear 
e. Shock 

 
2. How did Joseph respond? 

a. He didn’t want to disgrace Mary. 
b. He was going to divorce her quietly. 
c. After the visit from the angel, he responded with grace. 
d. He decided to follow the commands of God and stay faithful to his promise to Mary. 

 
3. When we are faced with a difficult situation, we have the option to trust God or our feelings. Why do we 

find it so hard to trust God in those times? 
a. We sometimes think that God doesn’t have all the information. 
b. We sometimes think that we know what’s best for us. 
c. We sometimes react to our feelings and input from others first. 
d. Answers will vary. 

 
4. Why should we trust God in those times? What actions can we take to trust God in those times? 

a. God knows what’s best for us. 
b. God is on our side. 
c. God promised to be there for us in those times. 
d. We need to take the steps that God wants us to. 
e. We need to spend time in prayer looking for God’s guidance. 
f. When we get the guidance, we need to have the faith and trust to do what He’s asking us to 

do. 
 

5. Pastor Mitch gave several examples of the promises that God has given us in the Bible. Which one do 
you find the most comfort in and why? (Leaders read these verses) 

a. Nahum 1:7 - The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in 
him, 

b. Isaiah 41:10 – So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 



strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
c. Isaiah 43:2 – When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 

through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not 
be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 

d. Romans 8:28 - 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who[a] have been called according to his purpose. 

e. Philippians 4:6-7 – Do not be anxious about anything but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

f. Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

g. 1 John 1:9 – If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 

h. Romans 10:9 – If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

i. Answers will vary 
 

 
Next Steps:  We all go through difficult situations in our lives. The question is are you going to trust God 
or trust your feelings? Are you going to put your faith in Him or in yourself or others around you? We don’t 
know what your struggles are, but God does and He wants healing for you. Take some time this week to 
pray about what God wants you to do and then trust God and take those steps. 
 

1. If it’s spiritual - come to Jesus for forgiveness and reconciliation. 
2. If it’s relational - seek counseling and show grace and forgiveness. (real.life/care) 
3. If it’s physical - pray that God will help you through the struggle. 
4. If it’s financial - trust God with your finances and let go of the control. (real.life/fpu) 

 
 
Reading Plan 
 
Sunday – Matthew 1 
Monday – Luke 1 
Tuesday – Romans 10 
Wednesday – 1 John 1 
Thursday – Philippians 4 
Friday – Isaiah 43 
Saturday – Nahum 1 
 

http://real.life/care
https://real.life/fpu/

