
                        
 
Greater: A Study of the Holy Spirit-   Week 1                                             Participant’s Guide 
  
Main Idea: This week, we begin a new series called “Greater: A Study of the Holy Spirit.” In this 
series, the goal will be for you to get closer to God by understanding and accessing the gift of 
God’s Holy Spirit living in you.  
 
Opening Discussion Question:  What were your impressions when you first heard the term 
“Holy Spirit?” Was it vague, puzzling, confusing, real, imaginary, scary, or something else? 
What influenced your initial concept of the “Holy Spirit?” 
 
Read: John 14:16-18; John 16:7 (NLT)   
John 14:16-18  “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will 
never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive 
him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, 
because he lives in you now and later will be in you. No, I will not abandon you as 
orphans- I will come to you.” 
 
John 16:7  “But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate 
won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you.”  
 

1. Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the Advocate (From the Greek-,“Parakletos”, which 
means “called to one’s side”;  Para; “from close beside”; and Kaleo: “to make a call”). 
How does this give you some clarity about the Holy Spirit? 

 
2. With whom was Jesus speaking in this setting in John 14 and John 16, and why is the 

context so important to help us understand this passage? 
 

3. Why do you think Jesus did this? Why did he not stay with his disciples and with others 
in this world? 

                   
 Read  1 Corinth. 6:19-20  “ Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 
 Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you 
were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies.” 



4.  Understanding that my body is home to the Holy Spirit, how should this change how I 
think and live? 

 
Read John 3:8. In this passage, Jesus gives us an incredible analogy of the Holy Spirit, 
The Wind. He says in v8  “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of 
the Spirit.” (NIV) 
 

 5.  How does understanding and accessing the gift of God’s Holy Spirit living in you help 
you get closer to God? 

 
Next Steps: Greater: A Study of the Holy Spirit-  Week 1   
Pastor J gave some great advice this week on how we can surrender control of our lives by 
letting the Holy Spirit lead us and guide us. Here are some next steps for you to take which will 
help you “live by the Spirit.” 
 

1. Spend some time (quantity time & quality time) alone with God this week. Look 
deep inside yourself to see if you’ve ever truly received Jesus as Lord of your life and 
also invited the Holy Spirit into your life. If you’re ready to make a faith response and 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and Forgiveness, please talk with your group leader or 
the church for next steps. If you need to surrender control to the Holy Spirit, pray to God 
the Father and ask him to help you surrender your own desires and give it all over to his 
Holy Spirit. Invite him in: ”Here I am, Lord. I’m yours. You can have it all. Take me. 
Make me. Mold me. Use me. Come Holy Spirit. I invite you in.” 

 
2. Repent!  Do an about-face with some aspect of your life. What needs to be gone from 

your life? What needs to change in your life? What needs to be added to your life? What 
kind of change will be pleasing to God?  
 

3. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17  Become a new creation, a Changed Life! God wants his 
Holy Spirit to live IN you, to come alive in you, to make your life his home. And it’s the 
best thing! Jesus said it’s BEST for us. It’s even better than Jesus being here with us -  
His Holy Spirit living in us. The Holy Spirit wants to give you access to the  Father. He 
wants to give you intimacy with the father. He wants to give you power from the father. 
Let him in. 

            
Reading Plan: 
Sunday-  Genesis 1:1-2; 1:26-27  
Monday-  John 14:15-21; 25-27 
Tuesday-  1 Corinthians 6:18-20; John 3:1-8 
Wednesday-  Luke 1:26-45 
Thursday-  Matthew 3: 11-17 
Friday-  Romans 8:1-39 
Saturday-  Galatians 5:13-26 


