
 
 
Say What?!  Week 3  “Love Your Enemies” 
  
Main Idea: This week we are continuing in our new series called “Say What?!”  In this series, 
we are tackling the challenging and controversial teachings of Jesus.  The message for Week 3 
focuses on Jesus’ command to “love your enemies.”  This radical statement sounds contrary to 
every natural impulse and reaction we have.  What does Jesus really mean?  How can we live 
out this counterintuitive command?  Let's discuss it further... 
 
Opening Discussion Question:  Talk about a time when you last put someone into the 
category of your enemy?  What point on the “loveable/unlovable” scale do you place someone 
into the category of your enemy? 
 
Read: Matthew 5:43-44  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’   But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 
 

1. What is your initial reaction to Jesus’ words in these verses? 
 

2. To whom was Jesus speaking in this setting, and why is the context important to help us 
understand this passage?     

 
3. What does Jesus mean when he says to “love your enemies”? 

 
4. Why does God want you to love your enemies, and what does that look like? 

 
5. How does praying for your enemy this change “you” and the way you think and live?  

           
Next Steps: Say What?!  Week 3  “Love your enemies.” Here are some great ideas for next 
steps that you can take to “love your enemies”. 

● Go through the reading plan below to get a better understanding of what Jesus is saying. 
● Pray each day this week for someone specific that you consider to be your enemy. 
● Forgive them! (Matthew 6:14-15) 
● Read Psalm 139. Pray for God to change your heart. Ask God to search your heart and 

to lead you in the way everlasting! 



 
 
Reading Plan:  
 
Sunday - Matthew 5:43-48  
Monday - Luke 10:30-37;  Ephesians 2:1-10  
Tuesday - Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23;  Romans 5:8;  Romans 10:8-10 
Wednesday - Galatians 5:13-26;  2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
Thursday - 1 Peter 2:21-25;  Colossians 2:13-15   
Friday - John 13:1-30;  Luke 23:34;  Romans 12:17-21;  Philippians 2:1-11 
Saturday - John 3:16; Jude 20-23;  2 Peter 3:8-9;  2 Corinthians 5:17-21;  Matthew 5:11-16;   
John 13:34-35 
 


