
 
 
Say What?!  Week 3  “Love Your Enemies” 
  
Main Idea: This week we are continuing in our new series called “Say What?!”  In this series, 
we are tackling the challenging and controversial teachings of Jesus.  The message for Week 3 
focuses on Jesus’ command to “love your enemies.”  This radical statement sounds contrary to 
every natural impulse and reaction we have.  What does Jesus really mean?  How can we live 
out this counterintuitive command?  Let's discuss it further... 
 
Opening Discussion Question:  Talk about a time when you last put someone into the 
category of your enemy?  What point on the “loveable/unlovable” scale do you place someone 
into the category of your enemy? 
 
Read: Matthew 5:43-44  “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’   But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 
 

1. What is your initial reaction to Jesus’ words in these verses? 
A.  It goes against my nature, and my enemies are very bad people! 
B.  When someone attacks me, I want to attack them back. 
C.  When someone verbally assaults me, I want to snap back at them. 
D.  If I don’t react, I’ll feel weak, cowardly, or enabling of their behavior. 
E.  It doesn’t feel fair, right, or just. 
F.   What will others think if I don’t retaliate? 
G.  What about Deuteronomy 19:21 “...eye for eye...tooth for tooth…?” 

 
   2.  To whom was Jesus speaking in this setting, and why is the context important to help us 
    understand this passage?  

A.  This is from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
B.  He is speaking to his disciples and to all future believers. 

            C.  Jesus had just preached the Good News to many large crowds and also healed 
                  many people, but he now needed to speak with his disciples. 
            D.  He wanted to teach them (us) what it looks like to follow him and to live for him. 
            E.  His disciples would continue teaching his commands throughout the world.  



            F.  As Christ’s ambassadors, we are to carry on by obeying his commands and teaching 
                 others to obey them. 
  
 3.  What does Jesus mean when he says to “love your enemies”? 
            A.  Love in this context is “agape” love. 
            B.  It means “love” based on our actions, not on our feelings. 
            C.  Honor one another above yourselves (Romans 12:9-10). 
            D.  I can hate the sin and still love the sinner in the way God loves them  (Jude 20-23; 2 
                  Peter 3:8-9). 
            E.  Jesus new command is “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
                  one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
                  another.” (John 13:34-35) 
  
  4.  Why does God want you to love your enemies, and what does that look like? 
            A.   We have all sinned and fall short of God’s glory. God is holy, we are not (Romans 
                    3:23).  
            B.  “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
                  (Romans 6:23) 
            C.  Since everyone is a sinner, and we all are deserving of death, we should extend to 
                  others the grace that God extended to us (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
            D.  Our enemies were created in God’s image, too! 
            E.  God created us and knows how we are designed to best function. 
            F.   It’s a matter of faith. Do we trust God and what he commands us to do? (Proverbs 
                  3:5-6) 
           G.  Don’t take revenge, but leave room for God’s wrath (Romans 12:19). 
 
 5.  How does praying for your enemy this change “you” and the way you think and live?  
            A.    It’s freeing once you turn your “hate” into praying for those that have hurt you. 
            B.    It will stop any “bitter” root from taking root which usually leads to unforgiveness.  
            C.   A reality check would have each one of us examine our hearts before we classify 
                   someone as an enemy or put them into a category that is worse than wherever we 
                   think we are (Luke 6:42).  

D.   Jesus sets the standard, not you, not me, not anyone else, because everyone’s 
       standard of who is “good” will differ. God’s standard is holiness.  

            E.   We should live in ways that honor God (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12). 
            F.   We should live by the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-26).  
            G.  We are considered by God to be the “salt and light” of the world (Matthew 5:13-16).  
            H.  We are to be the best possible ambassadors for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17-21).  
            I.   We can serve and provide for others, including our enemies (Philippians 2:1-11).  
 
  
  
  



Next Steps: Say What?!  Week 3  “Love your enemies.” Here are some great ideas for next 
steps that you can take to “love your enemies”. 

● Go through the reading plan below to get a better understanding of what Jesus is saying. 
● Pray each day this week for someone specific that you consider to be your enemy. 
● Forgive them! (Matthew 6:14-15) 
● Read Psalm 139. Pray for God to change your heart. Ask God to search your heart and 

to lead you in the way everlasting! 
 

 
Reading Plan:  
 
Sunday - Matthew 5:43-48  
Monday - Luke 10:30-37;  Ephesians 2:1-10  
Tuesday - Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23;  Romans 5:8;  Romans 10:8-10 
Wednesday - Galatians 5:13-26;  2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
Thursday - 1 Peter 2:21-25;  Colossians 2:13-15  
Friday - John 13:1-30;  Luke 23:34;  Romans 12:17-21;  Philippians 2:1-11 
Saturday - John 3:16; Jude 20-23;  2 Peter 3:8-9;  2 Corinthians 5:17-21;  Matthew 5:11-16; 
John 13:34-35 
 


