
 
 

     
 
This is Christmas: Hope 
 
Main Idea: The Message of Christmas is that hope has come! In Christ, we can have hope that is rooted 
in the past, guarantees our future, and gives us strength for each day. 
 
Opening discussion Question: 
What are some of the hopes you have for this Christmas season? 
 

1. Hope is a word that we hear quite often in regular conversation. What are some common ways we use 
the word “hope” and what do we normally mean when we say it? 

a. “I hope it doesn’t rain.” 
b. “I hope my team wins the game.” 
c. I really want this outcome, but I am really uncertain as to whether or not it will happen this 

way. 
d. Hope as we use it is a statement of desire and uncertainty. 

 
2. While biblical hope still speaks to desire, how is it different from the way we use hope? 

a. Biblical hope is a statement of desire and certainty. 
b. Hope is the confident expectation that what is desired will be Delivered. 
c. Hope says “the desired will be delivered.” 

 
3. Read 1 Peter 1:3. We have hope that is rooted in the past. How does Jesus’ resurrection in the past 

give us “living” hope? 
a. We are given new birth. 
b. Through Jesus death and resurrection, God gives us a fresh start. 
c. Jesus conquered death so that we can have eternal life. 
d. Jesus’ death and resurrection continues to cover our failures even though it happened in the 

past. 
 

4. The message this week told us that we have hope that is guaranteed for the future. Read 1 Peter 1:4-
5. What does this scripture tell us about our guarantee for the future? 

a. Our inheritance will never perish, fade or spoil. 
b. Our inheritance is being kept for us in heaven. 
c. Through our faith, we are shielded by God’s power until the end. 

 
5. The speaker this week said that “hope doesn’t make it [our current struggles] all go away, it changes 

us so that we can press through it all.” How does hope change us and help us in our current struggles? 
a. Hope provides Perspective. 
b. Hope provides Buoyancy. 
c. Hope provides an Anchor for the soul. 
d. Hope provides Strength. 

 
Next Steps:  For many people, hope is simply the expectation of what they want, but for us, it is based 
upon what God is doing and will do.  Because the world’s version of hope and the biblical version of hope 
are so different, we must focus on learning to incorporate God’s definition of hope. Below are a few ways 
you can do that this week. 



 
 

1. Embrace the hope you have been offered in Christ. 
2. Act on that hope to love and serve others rather than sit in your hopelessness. 
 
Reading Plan: 
Sunday - 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Monday -  Isaiah 40:27-31 
Tuesday - 1 Peter 3:13-22 
Wednesday - 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
Thursday - 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 
Friday - 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 
Saturday - Colossians 1:15-23 


