
Saints and Struggles: Week 1- Paul / Leader’s Guide

August 7-8, 2021

Main Idea:  This week we launch a new series called “Saints and Struggles.” We’ll learn
that some of the greatest heroes in the Scriptures struggled just like we do. This week
we’ll take a closer look at how Paul handled his struggles and what the implications are
for us today.

Opening Discussion:  Talk about a time when you felt that you were following God very
closely, yet you faced some type of struggle or trial?

Read: 2 Corinthians 11:24-27;  2 Corinthians 12:7b-8

1. What do the struggles that Paul faced tell you about what we can expect to face today?
Do you have a theory on what the “thorn in Paul’s side” actually was?

2.  Why do you think God permits us to face struggles, and even persecution?

3.  When struggles come, why do you think so many people ask “Why is God letting this
happen to me?” Can you think of a better question to ask when troubles come?

4.  Has God ever given you a “thorn in your side” to keep your pride (or some
other characteristic of yours) in check?  Looking back on this, what did you learn
about yourself?  Did you grow through it?

Read Hebrews 12:11;  1 Peter 4:1;  2 Corinthians 12:8-9a

5.  What are some things Paul wants us to understand from his struggles?



Next Steps / Responses to the struggles you’re facing today

● Pray daily asking God for wisdom, a pure heart, and a steadfast spirit. Ask him to
mend your motives, reprogram your priorities, strengthen your spirit and grow
your faith so you can GROW through this trial.

● Talk to one of your Campus Pastors or Leaders for advice & prayer
● Meet with others and pray for one another.
● Not yet in a group? Go to: https://rock.real.life/groups to find a group that’s a great

fit for you!

Reading Plan:

Sun- 2 Corinthians 11:24-27; 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10
Mon-      Hebrews 12:11;  1 Peter 4:1
Tues-     Matthew 5:10-12;  Philippians 4:6-7
Wed-      John 16:33;  John 14:27; 1 John 2:15-17
Thurs-   1 Peter 1:3-9; 2 Corinthians 1:3-5;  2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Fri-         Ephesians 6:12;  Mark 10:27;  Proverbs 3:5-6;
Sat-        Psalm 51;  Psalm 139:23-24


