
	

	

                              
	
Love Where You Live- Week 1 “Living Beyond Myself”  Leader’s Guide 
 
 
Main Idea: Today, we begin a new series called “Love Where You Live.” The main point of 
Pastor J’s message today is learning to live beyond ourselves and look at how we can fulfill the 
Great Commission and the Great Commandment in our own communities. When we do this, the 
result will be something special. 
 
Opening Discussion Question: Talk about a time when someone did something for you that 
was completely unexpected and was also a great blessing to you. Why do you think they made 
the decision to do this for you?  
 
Read: Ephesians 4:16 
 

1. Pastor J talked about being at a recent fish fry event.  Everyone came to enjoy the food 
and fill their bellies, but only a small number of people did all of the work - catch, clean, 
cook, set-up, cleanup, etc. What are the ramifications of having a small number of staff 
and volunteers doing nearly all of the work? 
a) Staff & Volunteers can burnout. 
b) Only a limited amount of work can be accomplished. 
c) Only a limited number of people can be blessed and fewer reached for the kingdom. 
d) Too many people become “Consumer Christians”. It’s all about me! Feed me! Me! 
e) Not enough people discover their gifts, talents, and passions to bless others.  

 
      2. Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27.  Paul describes Jesus’ vision for his church. What 

should Jesus’ church look like? 
a) A life-giving body of believers coming together to change the world. 
b) The church body is formed of many parts and it is the body of Christ. 
c) Each one of us is a part of the body of Christ, and he is the head. 
d) The whole body grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
e) Letting God use what he gave you to bless others and grow his kingdom. 

 
      3. Read Ephesians 2:10. Pastor J spoke about his conversation with his daughter, Jaylah. 

She was concerned about what she couldn’t do, due to her physical limitations. He 
spoke about how we all have obstacles, but we also have opportunities. In what ways 
have you been too focused on your own “obstacles” to become an important, active part 
of the church body?  How might you focus differently after reading this verse? 
a) Obstacles- I can’t, or won’t_______________________ 
b) Obstacles- I don’t have time to______________________ 
c) Opportunities to use your gifts, talents, treasure, & passions_________ 

 
     



	

	

  4. Matthew 25:40 says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” Who in our community comes to your mind today when 
you think about Jesus’ words in this verse? What can you do to serve them? 
a) The spiritually lost, the proud, the self-reliant who don’t “need” God.  
b) The homeless, fatherless, penniless, broken, lonely, incarcerated, foster kids,     

widows and single moms. 
c) The helpless (physically, mentally).  
d) Those who have very unappreciated or underappreciated vocations. 
e) Others? 
f) Answers will vary 

 
      5. Jesus commanded us in Matthew 16:24, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” If everyone who calls Real Life their 
church home made the conscious decision to obey this command, how would that 
change our church? How would that change our community? How would that change 
you? 
a) I (all) would find greater purpose in life.  
b) I (all) would become less self-focused & more kingdom focused. 
c) I (all) would discover “who” I am by knowing “Whose” I am- “It’s not about me”.  
d) I (all) would use my gifts for God’s glory & God’s Kingdom would grow. 
e) I (all) would be blessed, and in turn, would want to be a blessing to others. 
f) I (all) would  “Live beyond Myself” & serve my family, community, workplace, etc. 
g) I (all) would use my time, talents, & treasure with a kingdom mindset 
h) I (all) would know God’s Crazy About Me, and Show it! 
i) “Love Where You Live” means letting God use me right where I am! 

 
 
 

Next Steps: Love Where You Live - Week 1. In his message “Living Beyond Myself”, 
Pastor J issued a challenge to everyone across all campuses of Real Life.  Jesus 
envisioned the church as a life-giving body of believers coming together to change the 
world. With that in mind, what serve project could we do as a group or team on Nov. 3 
that would make a difference?  
1. Introduce the concept of “Love Where You Live” to your group and explain how it 

ties in with “Serve Day” on Saturday, Nov. 3rd from 9 am-12 noon. Refer to: 
Matt. 22:37-40 and Philippians 2:1-11... “Love God, Love Others” 

2. Download the “Serve” app, and have your group members download it, too.        
3. Ask people in your group about specific needs in your community. Try to find real 

passion and heartfelt needs that the group will commit to for a project on Serve Day. 
4. Big Discussion: What is your Serve Challenge?  Land on a great serve project and 

plan to execute it on November 3rd! Here are some great questions to get the 
conversation moving along:  

 
• What is your heart burning for in the community? 
• If your group/team could transform the community, what would you do? 
• How can we pour into other people? What could we physically do? 
• How can we directly impact someone else’s life and make a difference? 
• What relationships do we have in the community where there are big needs? 
• Will this project be a blessing to others? 
• Would this be pleasing to God? 

  
 



	

	

Reading Plan: 
Sunday- Matthew 22:34-40; Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
Monday- Philippians 2:1-11  
Tuesday- Romans 12:3-13 
Wednesday- Ephesians 4:11-16 
Thursday- I Corinthians 12:12-14, 27 
Friday- Ephesians 2:8-10 
Saturday- Matthew 16:24-27; Matthew 25:31-46; 2 Cor. 5:15 
 
 


