
	

	

                              
	
Love Where You Live- Week 1 “Seizing Divine Moments”  Leader’s Guide 
  
Main Idea: Today we continue our series called “Love Where You Live.” The main point of 
Pastor J’s message this week is “Seizing Divine Moments.” In his message, He spoke about 
how we can fulfill the great commandment (to love our neighbor) and the great commission (to 
make disciples) in our great community. After that, he focused on how we were saved from our 
sins for a purpose.  Our responsibility is to live out the mission and to be witnesses for Jesus 
wherever God places us. This series will culminate in a church-wide Serve Day on Nov. 3 with 
serve projects occurring across all campuses. 
 
Opening Discussion Question:  Talk about a time when you felt you were not fulfilling your 
purpose; perhaps it was in a job, at home, or as part of an organization or association. Why did 
you feel that you weren’t fulfilling your purpose? 
 

Read: Matthew 22:37-40; Matthew 28:19-20 
 
1. God has given us the Great Commandment (to love God and to love our neighbor as 

ourselves), and the Great Commission (to go make disciples). What do you believe holds us 
back from living out these commands in our communities? 

a) Not understanding/knowing that God has saved me for a purpose. 
b) Not taking God’s commands seriously enough. 
c) Fear of moving outside of my bubble; afraid for other reasons. 
d) The problems seem overwhelming.  
e) Believing I can’t make a significant difference, so I do nothing. 
f) Being comfortable instead of committed. 
g) Priorities might need to change - focusing too much on “ourselves” and not 

others. 
 

     2.  Read Matthew 5:13; Colossians 4:5-6; & 1 Peter 3:15.  Pastor J spoke about the 
importance of how we represent Jesus in our interactions with others, especially with non-
Christians. What are some ways you can improve on interacting with others as a witness for 
Jesus? 

a) Not feeling that I need to defend God. 
b) Not judging others nor put them on trial. 
c) Not condemning them for their lifestyle or their sins (e.g. to win arguments). 
d) Be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, and do this with gentleness & 

respect. 
e) Continue to build trust and gain influence in my relationships. 
f) Recognize “Divine Moments” to tell others how God changed my life; how he 

took me from where I was to where I am today. Tell “My Story”. 



	

	

g) Know my audience and how to tailor my story to them.  
 

      3.   Think of someone God has placed in your life who needs to know the truth about Jesus. How 
could you steer the next conversation towards faith? 

a) Continue to build the relationship. 
b) Be natural, authentic, and real. 
c) Weave the goodness of God into the conversation. 
d) Don’t be offended that they don’t live like a Christian. They aren’t!  
e) Be patient, let God work in them (2 Peter 3:8-9). 
f) Act like I know that I’m saved. Live out my faith & sprinkle some salt in my 

interactions & conversations. 
g) Discuss how the Bible can be trusted, how they can know God, how they can talk 

to God, and that God is Crazy About Them! 
 
     

      4.   What can you do to be better prepared for those “divine moments” when it’s time for you to 
share your faith? What are your challenges in this area? 

a) Know who lives in you - Jesus (John 14:20; John 15:5). 
b) Be prepared to share why you have “hope” in Christ (1 Peter 3:15). Be always full 

of grace, seasoned with salt, and do this with gentleness & respect. 
c) Reframe your expectations. Non-Christians live like it, so don’t be offended! 
d) It’s not about being right, it’s about doing right! 
e) You can win the argument, but lose the person, your influence, or the 

relationship. 
f) Luke 6:31 “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
g) Take advantage of the opportunities God gives you. 
h) James 1:19-20 “...everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to 

become angry…” 
 

      5.   Read Acts 1:8.  How can you become better at your role of being a better witness for Jesus? 
When God gives you a “divine moment”, what holds you back from telling someone about what 
God has done in your life?  

a) “Loving where you live” starts by “Living like you love”.           
b) Build trust and credibility in relationships. 
c) Invite them to come and sit with you at church. 
d) Use your influence through social media, networking skills, and other avenues. 
e) Pray specifically, intentionally, and expectantly for someone.  
f) Pray with someone when God prompts you to do so.                  
g) Start being “Full of grace” instead of being “Full of_______.” (How about you?) 
h) Listen to others. Remember, it’s not about me! 
i) Care for others and show it. 
j) Wear your Real Life gear as a conversation starter. 

 
Next Steps: Love Where You Live - Week 2  “Seizing Divine Moments” Pastor J reinforced 
his challenge to everyone across all campuses at Real Life: for us to be a life-giving body of 
believers working together to change the world. In what way could your group “live beyond 
yourself” and “seize divine moments” by organizing a serve project for Serve Day on Nov. 3?  

1. Introduce the concept of “Love Where You Live” to your group and tie the themes of 
the past two weeks’ messages in with “Serve Day” on Saturday, Nov. 3rd from 9 am-
12 noon. 

2. Download the “Serve” App today, and have your group members download it, 
too!        



	

	

3. Ask people in your group about specific needs in your community.  Try to find real 
passion and heartfelt needs that the group will commit to for a project on Serve Day. 

4. Land on a great serve project, post it in the Serve App, and make a plan to 
execute it on November 3rd! Here are some great questions to get the 
conversation moving along:          

 
• What is your heart burning for in the community? 
• If your group/team could transform the community, what would you do? 
• How can we pour into other people? What can we physically do? 
• How can we directly impact someone else’s life and make a difference? 
• How can we direct what we have to offer in order to meet a big need? 
• How can we make this project be a great blessing to others? 
• Will this be pleasing to God? 

  
 
Reading Plan: 
Sunday- Matthew 22:34-40;  Matthew 28:19-20 
Monday- Matthew 5:13-16; Mark 10:27 
Tuesday- Colossians 4:2-6; John 1:14 
Wednesday- 1 Peter 3:15; James 1:16-27; 2 Peter 3:8-9 
Thursday- Romans 12:3-13; Romans 15:5-7 
Friday- Acts 1:8; John 14:12-21; Acts 2:42-47 
Saturday- Ephesians 3:14-21; Ephesians 4:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
 
 
 
 


