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Pastor Mike Gonzalez
(Leader’s Guide)

Main Idea: This week we’re launching a new series called "a.k.a. God."  We're going to
go through many of the names God calls Himself and why it matters.  Join us to learn a
little Hebrew and to get an in depth look at the nature and character of God.

Opening Discussion: “You have a soul craving that only I can satisfy; I AM the bread of life”
-   Pastor Mike (paraphrasing Jesus)

Describe the kinds of things (other than Jesus!) that you’ve relied on in your past to fulfill
your own “soul cravings.”

Read:  Exodus 3:13-14;  John 6:25-36

1. When did you first believe in Jesus as described in the Scriptures?
What ultimately led to your decision?

a. Answers will vary.
b. Try to get people to open up about when they first believed that Jesus was and is

who he claimed to be.
c. Be considerate of anyone who has not yet made Jesus their Lord and Savior.

Read:  Psalm 9:10

2. Why do you think God has used the Scriptures to reveal himself (and his many
names and his character) to us?  What are some of the names Jesus calls
himself?

a. God wants to have a relationship with us, and for any relationship to begin, we
should probably really get to know His name!

b. God loves revealing himself to us, because when we know God's name, it helps
us understand that God is closer than we think, and that changes the way we
live.

c. God told Moses that he was to be called “I AM”
d. This meant that God is self-existent; not dependent on anything else from his

own existence; he is the same yesterday, today, & forever; he is the creator and
sustainer of everything that exists; I AM YOUR SOURCE; I AM WHAT YOU



NEED ME TO BE WHENEVER YOU NEED ME TO BE IT; I AM your provider; I
AM your joy;  I AM your strength; I AM your healing; I AM your peace.

e. Jesus calls himself many names, including:  I am the bread of life; I am the light
of the world; I am the door of the sheep; I am the resurrection and the life; I am
the good shepherd; I am the way, the truth, and the life; I am the true vine..

Read:  John 6:35-40

3. Discuss the parallels between when God speaks with Moses in Exodus 3:13-14
(above), and when Jesus speaks with his disciples in this passage…

a. The same God that showed up to Moses in Exodus chapter 3 and called himself I
AM Is the same God that was speaking to them at that very moment!

b. Jesus is basically saying, “I AM GOD”
c. If you want to know what God looked like, look at Jesus
d. If you want to know what God sounds like listen to Jesus
e. JESUS IS SAYING “I AM THE GREAT I AM”

Read:  John 6:5-13
4. What was Jesus trying to get his disciples to understand from this exchange and

through the miracle of feeding 15-20k people from a small boy’s lunch?
a. Jesus asked Philip a specific question:  “Where shall we buy bread for these

people to eat?”
b. Philip answered like we often do by: 1)  Doubting there is any solution, and

2)  Responding “How?”
c. Jesus wanted Philip and the other disciples to understand that He, the Great I

Am, is their true source, their hope, and their resource.
d. It’s all from God, from Jesus.

Read:  John 6:29

5. Has your own faith journey evolved into having a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ?

● If so, how would you briefly explain what that relationship is like to
someone who's asking?

● If not, what questions do you still have?

a. Answers will vary.
b.  Do your best to point people who haven’t yet accepted Jesus as their Lord and

Savior to take their first steps towards finding, knowing, and following Jesus.



c   For those who haven’t yet attended a DRL, encourage them to sign up!
d.  Encourage them to take part in Growth Class #101 which will be launching soon.

Next Steps: These questions are designed to help you move towards action. With this
week’s message of “Jesus, The Great I Am” in mind:

1. How can we CONNECT to God, His Church, and each other?
2. How can we GROW more in our faith in God, His Word and in His Church?
3. How can we GO love, serve, and help others?


