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(Participant’s Guide)

Main Idea: We’re launching a new series this week called “168.”  As we begin to
prepare our hearts for Easter, we’ll be looking at the final 168 hours of Jesus’ life before
the cross and ultimately the empty tomb. This week we’ll start with “The Triumphal
Entry”- when Jesus comes riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, and the people hail him
as their king.

Opening Discussion: Have you ever had a time when you cried out for help,
asked someone to save you from your circumstances, or dialed 911?  Discuss.

Read:  John 12:12-19

1. What was the reaction of the people upon Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem?
What were they expecting?

Read:  John 6:14-15

2. After he fed the 5,000, the people tried to make Jesus a king by force. What
was Jesus’ response, and are we guilty of doing the same thing today?

Read:  Matthew 16:24;  Luke 14:27

3. What did Jesus mean when he said this about becoming His disciples?
What are we inclined to do instead?

“Jesus doesn’t call us to crowns- he calls us to Crosses.”   - Pastor Justin

4. Why is this differentiation so important?

He was willing to bear our cross.  That’s why He’s our savior.  He wasn’t
the king we were looking for – he’s the savior we were longing for.  Don’t
miss your King.      - Pastor Justin

5. Why did Jesus really come to dwell among us?  What should our response
be?



Next Steps: These questions are designed to help you move towards action. With this
week’s message of “The Triumphal Entry” in mind:

1. How can we CONNECT to God, His Church, and each other?
2. How can we GROW more in our faith in God, His Word and in His Church?
3. How can we GO love, serve, and help others?


