
168 | Week 1 |  The Triumphal Entry 2/27/22
(Leader’s Guide)

Main Idea: We’re launching a new series this week called “168.”  As we begin to
prepare our hearts for Easter, we’ll be looking at the final 168 hours of Jesus’ life before
the cross and ultimately the empty tomb. This week we’ll start with “The Triumphal
Entry”- when Jesus comes riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, and the people hail him
as their king.

Opening Discussion: Have you ever had a time when you cried out for help,
asked someone to save you from your circumstances, or dialed 911?  Discuss.

Read:  John 12:12-19

1. What was the reaction of the people upon Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem?
What were they expecting?

a. They took palm branches and cloaks and cried out “Hosanna!” which means
“Save us”- it’s a shout of praise, but also a cry for help.

b. They hoped for a King to come from the line of David who would save them from
Roman rule and would sit on the throne of Israel.

c. Jesus had recently raised Lazarus from the dead, so people were wondering if
Jesus could be the One, the Messiah, the King who would save them from their
oppression under Roman rule.

d. They wished for a King of their own design-  a savior of their situation.

Read:  John 6:14-15

2. After he fed the 5,000, the people tried to make Jesus a king by force. What
was Jesus’ response, and are we guilty of doing the same thing today?

a. Answers will vary…
b. They wanted to make him king by force, so he would save them from their

circumstances. Jesus was their King and Savior, but not the one they wanted.
c. Jesus withdrew, as He knew this was not the Father’s will for him.
d. We want a king, but often on our terms, in our time, and for specific purposes..
e. We easily welcome Jesus into our lives as the savior of our circumstances.
f. We see Jesus as a means to the end that we already have in mind. We run to

him to get the things WE want and  try to put OUR crown on HIS head and make
him work for us.

g. Jesus refuses to do our will…Instead, He does the Father’s will.
h. Jesus didn’t come to make our life better, he came to invite us to a better life.

Read:  Matthew 16:24;  Luke 14:27



3. What did Jesus mean by saying this about becoming His disciples? What
are we inclined to do instead?

a. Jesus said “...deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me.”
b. We need to put him first, make him Lord of our life. (Romans 10:8-10; Galatians

2:20)
c. We need to deny ourselves our own desires and let Jesus transform us into new

creations who want to do His will and not our own.  (2 Corinthians 5:17;  Romans
12:2; Psalm 37:4)

d. Instead, we too easily follow a different gospel and a “Jesus” far different from the
Christ of the Scriptures- we end up with a Christ of our own design.  (Galatians
1:6-10; 1:11-12; 3:1-3)

“Jesus doesn’t call us to crowns- he calls us to Crosses.”   - Pastor Justin

4. Why is this differentiation so important?
a. The fake “Jesus / gospel” in our culture says we can have more, do more, be

more, achieve more, be blessed, be healed, be whole, be happy.
b. But Jesus says that in order to be his disciple-  “deny yourself, take up your

cross, and follow me.”
c. We want our “crown of life” (and it will someday be ours!), but we want it without

the crosses. There is a cost of discipleship.
d. With the wrong expectations, we could end up like the people in John 12- waiting

for a “Jesus” who isn’t coming.
e. He wasn’t the King they wanted, so only four days after the people sang

“Hosanna!” they were yelling “Crucify him!”
f. If you’re expecting “more, better, newer, faster,” and life gets less, worse, harder

and heavier –you’re going to get really mad at God. Then as Christians, our
disappointment with God often lowers our faith, and we become silently bitter and
resentful.

He was willing to bear our cross.  That’s why He’s our savior.  He wasn’t
the king we were looking for – he’s the savior we were longing for.  Don’t
miss your King.      - Pastor Justin

5. Why did Jesus really come to dwell among us?  What should our response
be?

a. Jesus did not come to save us from our circumstances- he came to save us from
our sin.

b. He might not be the king we wanted, but He is definitely the King we need!
c. As Christians, we will receive the crown of life, but before that, there is a cross.

(James 1:12)



d. Jesus wants us to die to our selfish desires, to our pride, to our need for
approval, to our opinions and preferences, and to our need to be right- and
become a new creation in Him.  (2 Corinthians 5:17; H Galatians 2:20)

e. We are to persevere through our present sufferings  (Romans 8:18; Romans
5:3-5; James 1:2-4;  1 Peter 1: 6-7)

f. Jesus chose the cross, so God the Father gave Him the Crown. (Philippians
2:5-11)

g. Jesus is always the King we need.  Make him Lord of your life today! (Matthew
1:21;  Romans 10:8-10)

h. He’s offering you an opportunity to be a part of a kingdom that will never end.
With an inheritance that will never perish, spoil or fade. Not a better life; but he’s
offering you a life that’s better. Eternal life. Real Life in him. Life to the full. And it
all starts with the cross. If we’re willing to carry the cross, there’s a crown that’s
coming.

Next Steps: These questions are designed to help you move towards action.
With this week’s message of “The Triumphal Entry” in mind:

1. How can we CONNECT to God, His Church, and each other?
2. How can we GROW more in our faith in God, His Word and in His Church?
3. How can we GO love, serve, and help others?


