
	  

	  

                  
	  
Stories 2018 - Week One: Trell “Donk” Webb     Leader’s Guide 
  
Main Idea: What a great start to the New Year! Our “Story Series” has been one of our most talked 
about series.  We got to meet Donk this past weekend and hear his story. The overriding theme in 
Donk’s story is the power of prayer.  When prayer is done to God’s way, it can have an amazing impact 
on not just our life, but the lives of others.   
  
Opening discussion Question: 
  
        Share a story of (outside of prayer) how your persistence help you obtain something you pursued.  For 
example, career, job, spouse, home etc.    
  
Read 1 John 5:14 and Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
1. Donk shared how his family and others prayed for him on several occasions (injuries, prison) and 
constantly (lifestyle change).  Why should we pray for others if God already has our best interest at heart? 
Why does He want us to pray?  

a. It’s true that God is wiser than we are and that we should trust Him. It’s for those very reasons that 
we need to pray, because praying for ourselves and praying for others is something God commands 
us to do. 

b. Share the example Donk used, how he could see the faith of his grandmother through her prayers 
for him. It’s a great way to witness and share your faith, always be prepared to pray for someone, 
not just when you’re by yourself, but offer to do it with someone you know who is struggling through 
a hardship.   

c. Praying for others is important because it fulfills a New Testament command. We are to pray for all 
people (have your group look up 1 Timothy 2:1). Encourage them to read the entire chapter. 

d. Remember, prayer is a powerful way in which we get to know our Savior, and it also brings believers 
together. 

e. Effective prayer for others will bring us closer to God, because effective prayer is based on a 
knowledge of His Will. It also brings us closer to others, as we learn more about them and focus on 
their needs.  

 
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:17, Philippians 4:6-9 and 3 John 1:2  
 
2. For most of us, praying for ourselves and others tends to focus on providing jobs, good health, and 
safety.  If we know someone well, we might pray for their marriage or other relationships. The Bible 
encourages us to pray for everything, but what type of things should I pray for in my life and for others? 

a. There is nothing wrong with praying for all those things listed above, however, most of the prayers 
recorded in the Bible are another type. Share some of these below and look them up together.  

b. When Jesus prayed for others, He prayed for their faith (Luke 22:32). He prayed against temptations 
in their lives (Luke 22:40). He prayed for their unity (John 17:11) and He prayed for their 
sanctification (John 17:17). 

c. The apostle Paul prayed for the salvation of the lost (Romans 10:11), for people to stay on the right 
path (2 Corinthians 13:7). 

d. Paul also prayed that believers would be strengthen by the Spirit, rooted and grounded in love, able 
to comprehend God’s love and filled with the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:14-19). 

e. These are all prayers for spiritual blessings, that are all ”in Jesus name” and according to God’s will - 
prayers that are guaranteed to find a “yes” in Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20). 



	  

	  

 

3. Donk shared that he had no idea how to talk to or pray to God.  How should we pray? 
a. The most basic definition of prayer is “talking to God”. Prayer is not meditation or passive reflection, 

it is direct address to God.    
b. Prayer is the primary way for believers to communicate their emotions and desires with God and to 

fellowship with God.  
c. Be REAL - don’t try to be like someone else. God already knows everything you’ve done and who 

you are. Remember he first loved us as sinners (Romans 5:6-8). 
d. At Real Life we always say, to get right with God we must get real with God.  God has huge 

shoulders. He’s seen everything. He can certainly handle anything we have to share. 
 
Read James 1:5-8 
 
4. We heard Donk share that what made his prayer life effective was that he believed what he prayed 
for would happen. What does James mean when he says in James 1:5-8 that you must believe and not 
doubt? 

a. We must not just believe in the existence of God, but in His loving care. 
b. This includes relying on God and expecting that he will hear and answer when we pray. We must put 

away our critical attitude when we come to Him.  
c. God does not grant every thoughtless or selfish request. We must have confidence that God will 

align our desires with His purposes. 
d. A person with divided loyalty is not completely convinced that God’s way is the best way. To stabilize 

your wavering or doubtful mind, commit yourself wholeheartedly to God. 
e. If you want to stop being tossed about like described in this passage, rely on God to show you what 

is best for you. Ask God for wisdom and trust that he will give it to you. 
 
Read John 10:14, 27 and Psalms 25:4-5.  
 
5. Donk said he would listen for God’s voice in his life. How can we prepare ourselves to hear God’s 
voice in our life? 

a. David expressed his desire for guidance, the first step is to “want” to be guided and to realize that 
God’s primary guidance system is in His Word (the Bible). 

b. By reading the Bible and constantly learning from it we will gain the wisdom to perceive God’s 
direction for our lives. 

c. We may be tempted to demand answers from God, but David asked for direction.  
d. When we are willing to seek God, learn from His Word, and obey His commands, then we will 

receive his specific guidance. 
  
Next Steps:  Reflect on the effectiveness of your prayer life this week. Use what you learned this week 
from Donk’s story and the verses in the reading plan below. Then ask yourself these questions: 
 

1. What can I remove from my life and to help make connecting with God everyday a priority? 
2. What areas in my life do I need to pray for and ask God to help me change so I can be more 

effective for Him? 
3. Who can I pray for? 

  
Reading Plan 
Sunday – 1 John 5:13-21 
Monday – 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 
Tuesday – Philippians 4:4-9 
Wednesday – James 1 
Thursday – John 10 
Friday – Psalms 25:4-5 
Saturday – Job 34:31-33 
 
 


