
                  
	  
Wissam Al-Aethawi        Leader’s Guide 
 
 
Main Idea: This week Wissam spoke to us about his experience coming from Islam to 
Christianity and the importance of engaging people of other faiths with the 
Gospel.  During his time with us he shared some information about Islam that 
Christians may not know.  In fact it is very likely there is information about other 
religions we all are lacking. But more importantly he shared why it is so critical we not 
only need to understand our true motives for sharing the Gospel, but how we share it. 
 
Opening Discussion Question:  Who among your family, friends, co-workers, or 
neighbors belong to a different faith?  What kind of conversations have you had with 
them about their beliefs? 
 
Read John 13:34-35 
 

1. Wissam shared with us that we need to ask ourselves this question, before we 
share the Good News about Jesus with someone (Muslim or anybody): would 
we want to spend eternity next to them in Heaven? Why did he ask that 
question and why is it so important? 

 
Discussion Points 
a. Our motives for sharing sometimes could be more for centered on ourselves 

than the one we’re sharing the gospel with.   
b. We need to be more concerned for the one that’s lost instead of wondering 

if we’re producing “fruit” for the kingdom (our reward). 
c. In order for us to be effective people have to see we have the love of Christ 

(willing to die for those who hated him) in our lives and for others. 
d. We are to love others (everyone, not just those that agree or are like us) 

based on Jesus’ sacrificial love for us. 
e. Love is more than just a warm feeling, it is an attitude that reveals itself in 

action. 
f. If we don’t truly love and want the best for the one we’re sharing with, it will 

be hard for us to show the passion for what Christ did for us as sinners.  
 
 
 
Read: 1 Peter 3:15 



 
2. During the discussion this weekend with Wissam and Pastor J, they discussed 

how we need to have three “Ps” in place before we embark on sharing our faith 
with others.  What are those and what do each of them mean? 

         
    Discussion Points 

a. Passion - Path - Promise 
b. Passion - are we truly thankful for what Jesus did for us? If yes, it should 

show in every aspect of our life, how we treat others, how we serve Him in 
our church and community, our money, etc. Are we living for ourselves or 
Christ. 

c. Path  - How well do you understand and can share God’s Plan (shared at 
Discover Real Life), who God is and what He wanted and wants for us: Our 
problem (sin), God’s Solution (Jesus), Our Response (believe - confess - 
repent - baptism - remaining faithful). 

d. Promise - God displays justice, but at the same time grace. Share how God 
justifies us through Jesus and the way faith and obedience work out in our 
lives through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Share how we can experience a 
relationship with God here on earth now, and in heaven for eternity. 

 

3. Part of the Ps is to have passion in what we believe, Peter tells us to be 
prepare to share with others why we have hope in our faith.  Discuss some of 
the differences between Islam and Christianity that Wissam shared.  What 
information did you learn from the discussion this weekend that could help you 
share your faith with passion to people who are Muslim and others? 

 
Discussion Points 
a. Muslims (as well as others) believe Jesus is only a prophet, not God. We 

believe Jesus is the “only way” we can be reconciled back to God. 
b. Islam (and others) believes in good works for salvation: Islam teaches the 5 

Pillars - (1) Confession that there is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his 
prophet; (2) Prayer 5x a day toward Mecca; (3) Giving 2.5% of income; (4) 
Fasting during the month of Ramadan; (5) Pilgrimage to Mecca.   We teach 
Obedience and Grace. We are all sinners and deserve the wages of sin, 
death.  But God loved us so much that he sent Jesus while we were ”still 
sinners” to die in our place and fulfill the law. But to received that gift, 
requires a faith response from us (grace is God’s part, faith is our part).  

c. The Qur’an (and others) acknowledges the Bible only so far as it was 
translated correctly in their opinion.  Be prepared to share why you know the 
Bible is reliable.  

d. Muslims do not believe (others struggle with this) that God is triune (Trinity - 
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit.) This is the center-piece 
of our faith. If you have seen Jesus, you have seen the Father. If people can 
see the fruits of the Holy Spirit (love, compassion, gentleness, etc.) in our 
lives they can see the love of Christ. 

 



4. How do we answer questions about who God is in Christianity for Muslims and 
other religions?  Why is it so important to have a good grasp on God’s character 
and nature? 

 
    Discussion Points 

a. God is 3-in-1: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Each part is equally God and at 
same time distinct. 

b. God is identified as fully God, Jesus is identified as fully God (John 10:30-
33), and the Holy Spirit is identified as fully God (Acts 5:3-4). 

c. If we don’t know what we believe about God it will be easy to fall prey to 
false teachings. 

d. If we don’t know what we believe about God it will be difficult to share with 
others why our beliefs about God are right. 

 

5. Who is Jesus according to Islam and others as well?  Why isn’t this view 
correct?  What happens when we believe that Jesus isn’t God? 
 
Discussion Points 
a. According to Islam Jesus is the highest Prophet and a good teacher.  He is 

not God, nor the Son of God.  Muslims believe these teachings were added 
to the Bible later. 

b. Even Jesus’ opponents acknowledged that Jesus was claiming to be God 
and wanted to kill him for that very reason. 

c. We have manuscripts pointing to the accuracy of the Bible down to just 
years after Christ’s death and resurrection. 

d. When we remove Christ from the picture there is no other way to be saved 
other than to do enough good works.  

e. Paul says that if there is no death and resurrection our faith is in vain and 
there is no hope for us. 

 

6. Muslims and others claim that the Bible is only partially true.  Why is this view 
problematic?  How can these arguments be countered?  If the Bible isn’t 
completely true, how does this alter our faith? 

 
    Discussion Points 

a. External sources that are not Christian, such as Pliny, Josephus, and 
Tacitus, confirm the claims of the Bible. 

b. Dead Sea Scrolls for the Old Testament (discover in 1948): These scrolls 
confirmed the accuracy of the Bible translations over the years. 

c. More than 5,000 copies of the original New Testament manuscripts – the 
closest to that is Aristotle’s writing with 49. 

d. It was written over a period of fourteen hundred years, a span of forty 
generations, by over forty authors from all walks of life (kings, peasants, 
philosophers, poets, fisherman, statesmen, scholars, doctors, 
businessmen etc.).  



e. It was written on three continents (Asia, Africa, Europe), in many different 
places (dungeons, palaces, while traveling, the wilderness etc.), during a 
variety of moods (sorrow, joy, anger, excitement, tranquility). and in three 
different languages, (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek). 

f. Fulfilled Prophecy: Hundreds of passages in the OT proclaiming events 
hundreds of years prior to an event occurring. Most notably Christ’s birth, 
death and resurrection. 

 
7. It is very likely that there are people of other faiths around you who need to 

know Christ.  What can you do to start being a witness to them?  How can you 
effectively connect with them and share Christ?    

 
    Discussion Points 

a. Pray for them frequently. 
b. Build a “relationship” with them and help them from where they are. 
c. Find out first what they believe and why. You might be closer in some areas 

than you originally thought. 
d. Share some of your beliefs in a non-confrontational way. 
e. Faithfully follow Christ and set an example for them. 
f. Invite them to events at Real Life they might enjoy. 

 
Next Steps: Take some time this week to think of the people in your life who need to 
know Christ.  What religion do they follow?  Write down those names and their beliefs 
on a sheet of paper.  First, check your motives for sharing your faith with them. Next 
take some time looking up what they believe and how you can share your faith with 
them.  Write down the facts you find and commit them to memory.  Finally, pray that 
God will provide an opportunity for you to talk to them about their faith. 
  
Reading Plan: 
Sunday – Acts 2 
Monday – John 13 
Tuesday – Acts 4 
Wednesday – Psalm 19 
Thursday – Acts 7 
Friday –  Ezekiel 3 
Saturday – Acts 9 
 


