
	  

	  

                  
	  
Elephant In The Room – Week 1    Participant’s Guide 
 
Main Idea:  This week we kicked off a brand new series called Elephant In The Room. We are 
talking about real issues in real life.  Today we are going to be discussing politics and how 
Christians should respond to these issues. 
 
Opening Discussion Question: 
Have you ever talked with someone and had a disagreement you couldn’t 
resolve?  What was that disagreement about?  How did you feel during that 
discussion?  Share your story with the group. 
 
Read: 1 Peter 2:11-17 
 
1. Politics can be extremely divisive.  Why do you think that is the case and what are 
some reasons people get divided in their political opinions?   
 
 
2. Peter’s message to us is that we should live in such a way that people have nothing 
bad to say about us.  In other words, we should put people ahead of politics.  What 
are some ways we can do this? 
 
 
3.  One of the most challenging messages Peter gives us is that we should honor our 
rulers.  Why is this so difficult?  How can we practically do this even when we may 
disagree with our leader’s decisions? 
 
 
4. Pastor Justin said, “Sometimes we are trying to make a point when God is trying to 
use us to make a difference.”  Why is it so important for believers to put aside politics 
and focus on God’s Kingdom first? 
 
 
5.  The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.  How can you personally 
focus on putting Christ first?  If you do this, how do you think it will change your life? 
 
 
 
 



	  

	  

Next Steps: 
 
Reflect this week on how some of your own political views may be overshadowing 
your biblical views.   Take some time to ask yourself the following questions:  
1) Are my specific political views in line with what God says in His Word?   
2) Am I prioritizing politics above people?   
3) Am I more concerned with changing the laws in this country than I am with 
changing the hearts of its people?   
Take some time each day to pray and ask God to make you aware of any 
shortcomings in this area and ask Him to help you see opportunities to lead others to 
Him. 
 
 
Reading Plan 
 
Sunday – Romans 13 
Monday – Exodus 20 
Tuesday – Titus 3 
Wednesday – Matthew 22:15-22 
Thursday – 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Friday – Acts 5:17-42 
Saturday – 1 Peter 2 
 
 


