
                            
STORIES- Mandy Harvey	  

	  
Main Idea: We need to keep in mind the two-sided reality of the Christian life. On the one hand, 
we are complete in Christ (our acceptance with Him is secure). On the other hand, we are 
growing in Christ (we are becoming more and more like Him). We feel both the presence of 
Christ and the pressure of sin and/or a broken world. We enjoy the peace that comes from 
being made right with God, but we still face daily problems that often help us grow. If we 
remember these two sides of the Christian life, we will not grow discouraged as we face 
temptations and problems. Instead, we will learn to depend on the power available to us from 
Christ, who lives in us by the Holy Spirit. 

	  
Opening Discussion Question:	  
	  
Mandy mentioned this weekend the world is “broken”. What does that mean? 	  
 	  
Read: Romans 5:1-5 	  
 

1. Mandy shared about a church she attended that prayed with her for her condition, 
that God would heal/restore her hearing.  What do you think the most powerful 
miracle would have been, 1) her hearing restored, 2) the testimony she shares?  
Explain your answer.   

a. Answers will vary  
	  

2. How can “our” plan and “God’s” plan differ from time to time? 
a. God’s plan is for your life to have an impact. We really don’t mind if God uses 

us for His purpose as long as it fits into “our” plan too.  
b. But sometimes we realize that we have plans that are just different from His 

and we like our plan better. 
c. Our plans are usually easier and require little faith/dependence on God. 

	  
3. When Paul was writing to the first-century Christians in Rome, suffering was the rule 

rather than the exception. Paul tells them and us that in the future we 
will “become”, but until then he stresses we must “overcome.” What do you think 
Paul means by this? 

a. We will experience difficulties that help us grow. We rejoice in suffering, not 
because we like pain or deny its tragedy, but because we know God is using 
life’s difficulties and Satan’s attacks to build our character.  

b. The problems that we run into will develop our perseverance - which in turn 
will strengthen our character, deepen our trust in God, and give us greater 
confidence about the future.  



c. We usually find our patience tested in some way every day. Thank God for 
those opportunities to grow, and deal with them in his strength. 
	  

Read: Romans 8:28	  
	  

4. This passage shares that God works in “everything”, not just in isolated incidents for 
our good. This does not mean that everything that happens to us is good. How can 
“bad” things work out to be good? 

a. Evil is prevalent in our fallen world, but God is able to turn every circumstance 
around for His, and our, long-range good. God is not working to make us 
happy, but to fulfill His purpose.  

b. Note that this promise is not for everybody. Only those who love God and are 
called by Him that are believers and followers of Him can claim it.  

c. We have a new perspective, a new mind-set. Our trust should be trust in God, 
not in life’s treasures; our security is in heaven, not on earth.  

d. We may experience great sorrow, pain, anger, grief, etc,. as Jesus did in the 
garden before He was crucified.  But like Jesus, when we put our faith in God, 
our faith doesn’t have to waver in pain and persecution because we know 
God is always with us. 
	  

5. If we’re being completely honest, most of our prayers have as their chief objective 
our own personal comfort rather than God’s glory. We want to pray away every 
problem, but those shortsighted prayers would short-circuit God’s perfect plan. What 
do you think the primary purpose of our prayers should be?  

a. Can our prayers change our circumstances? Absolutely! But when our 
circumstances don’t change, it’s often an indication that God is trying to 
change us.  

b. The primary purpose of prayer is not to change circumstances; the primary 
purpose of prayer is to change us! But either way, the chief objective remains 
the same: to glorify God in any and every situation. 

c. As we discussed in our opening question, we live in a fallen world where good 
behavior is not always rewarded and bad behavior not always punished. 
Therefore, innocent people sometimes suffer.  

d. If God took suffering away whenever we asked, we would follow him for 
comfort and convenience, not out of love and devotion.  

e. Regardless of the reasons for our suffering, Jesus has the power to help us 
deal with it. 

	  
	  
Next Steps:  Reflect on these questions during your time with God this week and how 
Mandy’s testimony can help you realize God’s “larger” purpose for your life.  	  

1) Has God been given the glory in your life even though He is answering “no” 
or “not yet” in your “get me out” deliverance prayers?   

2) Are you in a season of praying and praying and praying for a 
breakthrough?  

3) How is God growing and changing you through your difficulty and changing 
your view of the primary purpose of prayer? 

 
 



Reading Plan	  
Sunday – Romans 5	  
Monday – Ephesians 3:12-13	  
Tuesday – Ephesians 2:14-22	  
Wednesday – Hebrews 3:1-6	  
Thursday – Hebrews 10: 36-39	  
Friday – Romans 8:28	  
Saturday – Jeremiah 29:11	  
	  


