
QUESTIONS

Ice Breaker/Opener:
Think about the gifts that you have been given, whether it be at birthdays or Christmas, or any other time of the year. 
What is the best gift you have received from another person? What was your reaction? 

Read: James 1:16-18
1) Look around at your friends and families.  What do they emphasize the most during the Christmas Season?  What 
does your family emphasize the most?  What can you do to change the focus this year?
 a. Answers will vary

2) Why do you think that we fail to notice or acknowledge gifts from God unless they are cases of powerful healings or 
other major miracles?
 a. We do not seek God in our everyday lives. We do not expect Him to show up in each and every day.
 b. In a world where man is increasingly trying to be God, we have become skeptics and explain everything   
     away through a logical or scienti�c explanation.
 c. We fail to recognize whatever God sends us personally as something special from our Abba, our Father.

3) What would change in your life if you gave God the credit for everything you have?  What would change if you 
acknowledged that everything you have belongs to God?
 a. Answers will vary

4) Are we guilty of only recognizing God’s hand in the trials of our lives?  Do we blame God for the works of the enemy 
in our lives or even worse, for the results of our own actions and decisions?  Do we even acknowledge Satan as an 
enemy?
 a. Answers will vary.

5) Verse 16 says, “be not deceived…”  What is James warning us about here?
 a. He is trying to warn us not to attribute the works of Satan to God.
 b. We will all have trials and temptations but God does not place these things in our lives and walk away   
     awaiting what will happen.  He gives us these trials so that we will learn and become better people.  Satan   
     would have us believe that God is punishing us.
 c. Satan would have us believe that God does not love us but only has us around to do the grunt work, to take   
     care of this temporary home for Him, although we have messed it up pretty badly.

6) Before Jesus, God was thought of as someone to be appeased.  If we could just o�er enough sacri�ces and gifts, we 
could keep him happy and all would be right with the world.  But Jesus gave Him a whole new identity, Abba, Father.  
How did that change things?
 a. It allowed us to be in communion, in relationship with Him.
 b. It allowed us to go directly to the Father with our thanksgiving, our worries, our fears.
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Main Idea: Every good gift comes from the Father.
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NEXT STEPS / CHALLENGE

This week, each day, intentionally look for God showing up in your life.  Write these things down.  He shows up, we are 
just too blind, too busy, too “sensible” to notice.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS AND PRAYER TIME
Read the following scriptures this week:

Day 1: Matthew 7:9-11
Day 2: John 3:16
Day 3: Psalm 24
Day 4:  1Timothy 6:17-19
Day 5: James 4:3
Day 6: Luke 12:1-4

// leader’s guide

...continued


