
QUESTIONS
Let’s look at Luke 1:26-38 to see what Christmas was to Mary:

1. Mary was a young girl, probably around 14, when the angel appeared to her.  If you had been in her place, how 
would you have reacted?

2. Mary and Joseph lived in a society where the birth of the Messiah was expected and would come through a young 
woman of Israel.  Young women may have wondered if their child would be the Messiah, because they were not 
expecting the child to be the Son of God, but a man who would deliver Israel militarily, as David had.  However this 
child got here, it was not what the rabbis and the people were looking for.  Additionally, being pregnant outside of 
marriage was a stoning o�ense.  How would you have handled telling Joseph and your parents that, not only were you 
pregnant, but the child would be the Messiah and was the child of God.

Read Matthew 1:18-24 to get an idea of where Joseph was on this journey.

3. Joseph had decided how he would handle it with Mary.  He had a hard time accepting Mary’s story.  He had no 
desire to embarrass her and was planning to set her aside quietly.  But then came the dream.  He had a dream 
concerning Mary. An angel told him  to have no fear of taking Mary as his wife.  When he woke, he did what the angel 
said.  What would you have done?  What would it take for you to be convinced of her story?

4. What do you think it cost Mary and Joseph to walk in the path God chose for them?

5. Once Mary and Joseph chose to be obedient to the Father, what next?  How would they raise a child who was this 
special?  How would they be good and loving parents to the Son of the Most High?  What would it take to do this well?

6. Once again we are faced with the prospect of stepping out in faith.  Have the sermons on Christ’s genealogy made 
us look di�erently at how we see and respond to God?  Are we willing to step out and handle the consequences as 
Mary and Joseph did?  Are we willing to step out not knowing exactly where we are headed or how we will get there, 
as Abraham did?  Can we step out without trying to do it our way? What is there to be gained from the Christmas 
story?

“Christmas Time is Here” is one of the most recognizable songs from “A Charlie Brown Christmas.”  At the end of the show, Charlie 
Brown asks “What is the meaning of Christmas?” Linus answers with the Scripture in Luke telling the story of the shepherds and 
their journey to see the Christ child.  Christmas has come to mean everything to some and nothing to others.  It has become so 
secularized that it is barely recognizable as it is celebrated when compared to the true Christmas story.

Think about how Christmas is celebrated in your home.  What do you like and what do you not like about the celebration?
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  NEXT STEPS / CHALLENGE

At the end of this week we will be celebrating the birthday of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  This year make the 
celebration about Him and not so much about us.  Read the Christmas story before your big Christmas feast.  Better 
yet, have a child read the story.  Talk about the manger scene and the journeys of faith that happen because of this 
most spectacular birth.  Talk about what it means to you and your family.  Make this a di�erent kind of Christmas that 
focuses on the real meaning of the day.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS AND PRAYER TIME

Read the following scriptures this week:

Day 1: Luke 1:46-55
Day 2: Luke 1:67-89
Day 3: Luke 2:21-35
Day 4: Luke 2:36-38
Day 5: Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12
Day 6: Matthew 2:13-18
Day 7: Isaiah 9:6-7
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