
QUESTIONS
Let’s look at Genesis12:1-5 to get an idea of Abraham’s faith:

1. It is an amazing thing to see how God called and Abraham went.  He got up and went!  It does not tell us that he 
questioned God or that he second guessed God or even argued that a better solution could be found.  He just went.  
He packed all his household and went not knowing what laid ahead of him!  If we found ourselves in that same 
situation, what would our reaction have been?  More importantly, how would we know it was God speaking to us?
   Answers will vary

2. Before we can become true and faithful servants of God, willing to step out in faith, we have to have a change of 
spirit within us.  When God made his covenant with Abram, He changed Abram’s name to Abraham.  Abram means 
exalted father, while Abraham means father of multitudes.  It has been said that part of the reason was so that every 
time Sari stepped out of the house and shouted, “Hey, Father of Multitudes!” God’s promise to him was reinforced, 
always keeping that promise before him.  

What needs to change in our lives before we would be willing to get up and go; to respond to the voice of God 
speaking to us?  What needs to change before we can follow God, not knowing the whys and wherefores of the task?
  Answers will vary.

Read Genesis 16 
3. Abraham is counted among the faithful, the multitude of witnesses in Hebrews 11.  But that does not mean 
Abraham was always strong and courageous.  He was so much like most of us, impatient, fearful and even a little 
devious.  Abraham made decisions that risked the safety and soul of his wife by asking her to pose as his sister on two 
di�erent occasions.  But the one decision with the most risk was the decision to go in to Hagar, his wife’s handmaiden.  
What were the rami�cations of this action?
 a. It caused strife in his household.  Hagar became proud, forgetting her place in the household.  Because she   
     had borne a son to Abram, she felt that she had more standing than she actually did.  Hagar began to   
     demean Sari, causing her to feel more like a failure then she ever had.
 b. The birth of Ismael caused anger and a loathing between the women.  Abram had to run interference   
     between the women, with Ismael the one who could potentially be the biggest loser in the battle.
 c. Abram and Sari took it upon themselves to help God’s plan along rather than wait on God’s own timing.    
     God’s time schedule is never ours and often it is used as a time of learning or preparation.  God knows the   
     time and the place for His plans to be ful�lled and the ultimate result will be His plan at His time no matter   
     how much we think we know better.
 d. This may be one of the most far reaching examples of the law of unintended consequences.  Ismael was   
     ultimately protected from Sari’s anger and Abram’s fear and weakness through protection provided by God.    
     But the protection came with a caveat, Ismael and his o�spring would always live with swords in their hands.   
     Ismael would always be at war with Isaac.  Ismael is credited with being the father of Islam while Jacob is   
     given that honor in regard to the Hebrews.  And to this day, all these centuries later, they are still at war and   
    we are still paying for that little bit of overstepping one’s authority. 

The Indiana Jones �lm about the Holy Grail had a wonderful example about taking a leap of faith.  In order for Jones to gain the 
prize, he had to step out into the abyss not knowing where it would take him.  If you remember the movie, all that he could see 
was what appeared to be an unmistakable plunge to his death.  After pondering on the problem for a few moments, he took a 
handful of pebbles and threw them into the abyss.  Instead of them plummeting into the ravine, the pebbles land safely on a land 
bridge.  Jones stepped out believing that the bridge would not only hold his weight but that it would remain a solid walkway 
which would get him across safely.   Jones also had to walk straight ahead, not veering to the right or to the left because he did 
not know how wide the walkway was.  The challenge was called the leap of faith.
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4. What is to be learned from the man Abraham?
 a. Abraham was much like us.  He was fallible; he was a man, not a superior being.
 b. Abraham was very much capable of acting out of fear and not out of faith.
 c. Abraham was very much capable of acting like most other men.  He was impatient, he could not see   
     how it was possible for God’s plan to play out when they were so old.  So, when Sari suggested that he   
     take her handmaiden, we are not told of any argument from him.
 d. Abraham was loved by God, just as we are.  God knew his short comings and used him anyway.
 e. We are God’s plan A, there is no plan B.  The grand use of we imperfect beings only goes to glorify the Father.   
      When mighty things occur through someone who appears to be the least of the people we would have   
      chosen, we see God’s hand at work.  We see how powerful and wonderful He is.

5. The thing about these men of God is that in the end, they saw God working in their lives, each and every day.  They  
never became perfect but they were being perfected.  Perfection will not come in this life and most likely, will not 
come in the manner we expect it because that would make us like God and we will never be that.  But, there is grace, 
God’s grace, His part.  Our part is faith and the actions we take through that faith.  How can we move from an attitude 
of it is God doing for me to an attitude of us stepping out in faith and doing for God?  
  Answers will vary.

 NEXT STEPS / CHALLENGE

Think about God’s grace, it is freely given but we have to be open enough to accept it.  We have to forget all of the 
things running through our head, telling us that we are not good enough, that no one, especially God could �nd us of 
any value.  It is leaving the feeling that we have been weighed and measured and found wanting.  

This week, look for God in your life with intent.  Seek Him and �nd Him in the everyday workings of your life.  Take note 
of His hand in your life.  Find Him and know that you are His.  Accept His Grace and begin to look at the world in a new 
way.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS AND PRAYER TIME

Read the following scriptures this week:

Day 1: Hebrews 11
Day 2: Matthew 10:39 (please read this in The Message Version of the Bible)
Day 3: 2 Timothy 1:17
Day 4: Luke 12:10-12
Day 5: James 1:1
Day 6: Mark 3:34-35
Day 7: Joshua 1:7-9
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